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DIFFUSE PLEURAL MESOTHELIOMA AND
ASBESTOS EXPOSURE IN THE
NORTH WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

BY

J. C. WAGNER, C. A. SLEGGS, and PAUL MARCHAND

From the Pathology Division, Pneumoconiosis Research Unit of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research, Johannesburg, West End Hospital, Kimberley, and the
Department of Thoracic Surgery, University of the Witwatersrand and Johannesburg General Hospital
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TABLE 3
05 |$H@ Hi Ej & HE 3 315'] DIFFUSE PLEURAL MESOTHELIOMA: ASSOCIATION WITH ASBESTOS

L -

[(§)] @ ()] @) (5) (6) ! m (8) [£)] (10) (n
Survival
Year Age Born on Diagnosed Histological from
Case No. of at Race | Sex | Asbestos Asbestos Exposure on Necropsy | Evidence of Initial
Birth | Diagnosis Fields Biopsy Asbestosis | Symptoms
(in months)
E j 1 1920 36 B M + Other history unknown until came to the Wit-
J watersrand at the age of 23 - + + 8
2 +1913 +42 MXD| M + Mined asbestos from 1930-33; left area at the
age of 27 . - +* - 29
3 1902 53 B F + Livﬂ}]whole life in a location near an asbestos 1
mi + - -
4 1896 58 w F + Lived on asbestos fields until the of 5; |
worked in asbestos warehouse 1916-20 + - - 30
5 1925 31 B M + Spent all his working life in the vicinity of mines - +* - 11
6 1903 53 w F + Lived all her life in the vicinity of mines + — - 15
7 1920 6 w M + Lived all his life in the vicinity of mines; worked
as a miner + - + 24
8 1894 63 MXD| F + From the age of 24 lived in a village serving local
mines; often visited mines; watched cobbing
outside houses + - - 5
9 1905 52 MXD M + Whole life spent near mines, digging wells + | - - 5
10 1909 49 w M + Lived at the mine from age 7-17 years; played |
on dumps and in mine as a boy; returned to |
assist from age 21-25 -+ - - 13
11 1898 60 MXD| M + Whole life spent near mines; miner 1931-33 + | + + 12
E E 12 1910 48 B M + ived near mines until the age of 17; miner 1927 + | - + Still alive
I V 13 1909 50 w F + Lived near mine until the age of 21; played with
fibre as a child 4 - - 7
ﬂ nm 14 1918 40 B M + Whole life spent near mines; miner 1938-41;
played on dumps as a child + + + 9
15 1916 42 w F + Daughter of Case 22; lived at mine until age of 3
20; went to school near cobbing sheds + - - Still alive
16 1896 60 w M + Went to school near mines; transported asbestos !
1914-16 + - 0 | 42
17 1911 48 MXD| F + Lived on major wagon route till age of 15; f
several subsequent visits + - - 3
18 1920 38 B M + Wlllgole life in the vicinity of the mines; miner N . ‘ 2
- +
19 1922 37 MXD| M + Family lived at mine; miner 1938-1959 + - -+ Still alive
20 1906 53 w F + | Spent whole life in village on wagon route to
| Kimberley + _ - _ 8
21 1912 44 w M + | Lived in the vicinity of mines until the age of 16; |
often on dumps as a chi + - - 16
22 1889 68 w M + Whole life in the vicinity of the mines; miner
1913-32, and 1945-52 . X + - - 12
23 1895 63 W | F + Liv?_dsin the vicinity of the mines until the age 8
of 30 | + - -
24 1922 35 w !l M - I Lived in the vicinity of a mill from the ageof 1-7; |
played on the dumps as a child | + - - 48
25 1899 50 w . F | Lived in a mining area from the age of 10 to 18 [ |
I years; after 1918 spent whole life in same | —
| | town as Case 24 + - - i Still alive
26 1895 49 W | M | - | Mined and transported asbestos from 1929-33 |
| | | as overseer + - | - | 13
27 | 1904 52 W | M - Born in North West Cape; transported asbestos | |
| ! | from 1920-24 ) + - 0 N
28 | 1899 60 W M - Lived whole life on farm in mining area from | !
| the age of 12: transported asbestos 1916-21 + - - . Still alive
29 1913 44 W M - | Maintaining locomotive boilers 1931-45 + - - | 7
30 1909 50 W | M - Maintaining steam pipes in explosive factories |
1930-40 + - + ‘ Still alive
31 1913 44 W M 1] Worked as fitter on railways, maintaining
| ' | locomotive boilers, dates unknown + —_ - ‘ 6
32 1908 49 W M | - Making asbestos blankets for the Air Force
! ‘ | 1939-45 + ‘ - - 1 7
33 1890 59 w | F ]‘ - | No history of exposure to asbestos + - - | 8
KEYS: Column 4— Column 6 Column 9— Column 10 .
Race: W = White <+ = Born on asbestos fields + = Necropsy done + = Positive histological evidence
MXD = Mixed (Coloured) — = Not born on asbestos — = Necropsy not done of asbestosis
B = Bantu fields * = Only small fragments of — = No lung tissue submitted
0 = Unknown parietal pleura submitted at 0 = Small fragments of lung
autopsy for histological tissue, but no evidence of

examination asbestosis
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EPP: Extrapleural Pneumonectomy

(2 RSB R B2 i

P/D: Pleurectomy/Decortication
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